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In 1973 I was reading things medieval at university, and I 

visited Quenington to see St Swithin’s magnificent 

Norman doorways. Never would I have guessed then that 

I would be their neighbour, living here for 40 years so far in the Old Rectory, my 

husband David’s family home for nearly a century! 
 

David and I met at a party; he liked my shoes. We were engaged and married three 

months later with just three days of honeymoon in France, as we were both working. 
 

I was born in Glasgow, and brought up surrounded by my  grandfather’s collections. 

I also joined my father, from an early age, poking around antique shops. I still have 

my childhood collection. And it’s that passion and memory that prompted me to ask 

exhibitors at our biennial Fresh Air sculpture show to donate a model or drawing for 

children under 18 to buy. No parental guidance allowed! 
 

I had a  splendid art teacher at primary school and my career has included working 

at the V & A, and in auction houses, and from the 1970s taking tours around Europe 

and the Balkans (www.realityandbeyond.co.uk). I have a house in Romania where, in 

2013, I started the Transylvanian Book festival. 
 

Fresh Air began in 1992, when Cirencester’s Brewery Arts wanted to create an  

outreach exhibition in a garden. We thought it would be a one-off! It was sculpture, 

pots, furniture, glass, no tents, and no admission charge - donations only… which 

did not work. About 300 people came.  One pot sold… to me. 
 

However, five years later we set up the 

Quenington Sculpture Trust as a 

charity. In 2022, Fresh Air welcomed 

over 8,000 visitors, and the schools’ 

programme has gone from strength to 

strength. The aim is to sell the artists’ 

work and encourage every visitor to 

take pleasure in the rich variety of art in 

sympathetic surroundings. This year’s 

show opens on 16th June. We very 

much look forward to seeing you. 

www.freshairsculpture.com 

Hello from… 

Lucy Abel Smith 

http://www.realityandbeyond.co.uk/
http://www.freshairsculpture.com/
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EASTLEACH & SOUTHROP FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 
Thursday, 1st February at 3pm, Southrop Village Hall 
 

This month’s meeting will be a music session, with Alan Pettifer. For 

further information, please contact Jane Jenkinson 01367 850393 or 

Caroline Simmons 01367 850171. 
 

Annual membership £5, plus £2 per meeting – new members (or 

drivers!) from any of the CHEQS villages are always welcome. 

 
FAIRFORD ART SOCIETY 
Thursday, 1st February at 2.30pm, Fairford Community Centre 
 

February’s demonstration is by the talented Clive 

Eastland: Still life using Pastels. Clive has perfected a 

unique way of applying pastel to produce beautiful still 

life paintings. 
 

Get-together sessions continue on Tuesday, 13th and 

Thursday, 22nd February at 1.30pm, at the Community 

Centre. Visitors are always welcome to pop in to see what we get up to.  

fairfordartsociety.weebly.com or contact Sallie Seymour 01367 850385. 
 

Visitors are welcome to any session, at £5 each. 

 
CHQ MESSY CHURCH 
Sunday, 4th February, 4 – 5.30pm, Quenington Village Hall 
 

Messy Church is an opportunity for everyone, but especially 

families with younger children, to get together to worship, learn, 

and take part in activities – as well as sharing a simple hot meal 

together. For more information about Messy Church, contact 

Heather: heatherwalker39@hotmail.co.uk 

CHEQS Magazine is a free monthly community publication, funded by its 

advertisers, and delivered by volunteers to about 800 homes in  

Coln St Aldwyns, Hatherop, Eastleach, Quenington & Southrop. 

Current & back-copies of the magazine are available online at: 

https://cheqs.weebly.com/cheqs-magazine.html  

Contributions are welcomed by the 15th of the previous month. 

They may be edited, and will be included at the editor’s discretion.  

Contact details for the editor, Margaret Stranks, are: cheqsmagazine@gmail.com  

01285 750402 or 07729 129578         3 Old Orchard Court, Coneygar Road, Quenington 

http://fairfordartsociety.weekly.com/
mailto:heatherwalker39@hotmail.co.uk
https://cheqs.weebly.com/cheqs-magazine.html
mailto:cheqsmagazine@gmail.com
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PRAYER & PRAISE 
Sunday, 4th February, 6 – 7pm, St Mary’s Church, Fairford 
 

Contemporary Christian songs, prayer and teaching. Everyone is welcome from 

Fairford, Lechlade and the surrounding villages. Contact 

carolinesymcox@googlemail.com for more information. 

 
QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL - 100 CLUB - JANUARY PRIZES 
 

1st prize £20: No. 23 Barbara Cullum 2nd prize £10: No. 43 Steve Patterson 

 
QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL COFFEE MORNING 
Saturday, 10th February from 10.30 to 11.45am 
 

Do come along and enjoy meeting with friends and 

neighbours over a hot drink and some home-made 

cake, and support the village hall at the same time. 

All proceeds to the village hall finances, after the 

kitchen refurbishment. 

 
REPAIR CAFES 
 

Saturday, 10th February 

Lechlade: Lechlade Pavilion Hall, Oak Street 9.30am – 12.30pm 

Cirencester: Cirencester Baptist Church 10am – 1.30pm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:carolinesymcox@googlemail.com
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NEW YEAR… NEW OPPORTUNITY? 
 

Christine Sheldon and Philippa Griffin write: In the CHEQS area, 

we’re fortunate to have groups of Rainbows (age 5-7), Brownies 

(age 7-10),  and Guides (age 10-14) meeting regularly. Guiding is 

the largest girl-only organisation in the UK. Despite being around 

since 1909, it’s stayed as vibrant and up-to-date as ever by listening to girls, and 

evolving to meet their needs. The Guiding programme is wide-ranging, with both 

indoor and outdoor activities to help every girl achieve their potential. It’s also about 

making new friends - and just having fun together. 
 

Since Covid, our numbers have recovered quickly, and we now have waiting lists for 

most groups, which is why we are asking for more volunteers to help. Without 

Leaders, we can’t grow and in some cases, will struggle to keep going. 
 

If you can spare a couple of hours a week in term time to give a helping hand, we’d 

love to hear from you.  There are no particular requirements, apart from a have-a-go 

attitude and a sense of humour. You might end up playing games, helping to build 

skills and confidence, making up a mini-play, helping with admin, sharing new crafts, 

or cooking supper out of doors - no need to wear uniform, and no need to be there 

every week. And, as a Leader, you’ll also find new friends and probably do stuff you 

haven’t done before! For more details, email Philippa Griffin 

east@girlguidingglos.org.uk 

mailto:east@girlguidingglos.org.uk
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LENT 
 

Lent starts on Wednesday, 14th February. The Church of 

England website says, “The season of Lent lasts for forty 

days (not including Sundays). It is a time when Christians 

reflect and prepare for the celebrations of Easter. Some 

people fast, eat frugally or give up treats following the 

example of Jesus, who fasted for forty days in the wilderness. Some people also give 

to charity, set aside time to study the Bible and meet with other Christians to reflect 

on Jesus' life and prepare for the events of Holy Week and Easter.” Other UK 

churches may observe the time in a similar way. 
 

Clare Brignall writes: Here are some ideas of something you could do instead of 

giving up chocolate, or as well as giving up chocolate! 

• Go plastic free (or reduce plastic use) 

• Switch off from digital devices for a while 

• Boycott fast fashion, and buy less or buy second hand 

• Buy local or in bulk 

• Invite wildlife into your garden, or church green space - with permission! 

• Grow some of your own food 

• Reduce the number of car journeys you make 

• Take a step to save energy in your home 

• Invest any savings in ethical or green ways 
 

You can find more information about any of these things on the Eco Church website, 

'Go Green(er) for Lent'. 

 

LENT LUNCHES IN THE CHQ PARISH 
12.30pm on Wednesdays in Lent - the CHQ Lent Group will meet in 

the Vicarage at 3pm on the same day, to study the Gospel of John. 
 

 

Weds, 14th February Williamstrip Farm, Coln  Edwina Hicks 

Weds, 21st February Lady Lucy Cottage, Coln  Sue Vicary 

Weds, 28th February Sharringtons, Hatherop  Helen Owen 

Weds, 6th March  Upper Mill, Coln   Kate Hicks Beach 

Weds, 13th March  Coln Cottage, Quenington Louise Russell 

Weds, 20th March  9 The Stables, Lechlade  Hugh Poole Warren  

 
FAIRFORD HISTORY SOCIETY 
Thursday, 15th February, 10.30am at Fairford Community Centre 
 

The talk by Edwin Cuss is entitled On the Road Through Fairford. Please note the 

change from the usual evening meeting – this one starts at 10.30 am. Annual 

membership fee £5. 
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NEW EDITOR SOUGHT FOR CHEQS MAGAZINE! 
 

Margaret Stranks, current editor, writes: This is my 5th year of editing 

the community magazine, something which I very much enjoy doing. 

However, my spare time has become increasingly pressurised due to 

family commitments, and I am finding it difficult to fit everything in. 

Usually, it’s holidays and free time to spend on walks or days out with 

my husband which suffer. Maybe house cleaning and gardening too! 
 

There are currently two people, Nick Brett from Coln, and Jan Roberts from 

Southrop, who support me in the role: Nick has responsibility for the Hello From… 

pieces now, and Jan deals with all the distribution organisation of the magazine. Plus, 

of course, there are all the many people in the villages who deliver the magazines to 

our homes each month. 
 

I also handle all the magazine finances, and the 

advertising. As you are probably aware, the advertising is 

what enables us to deliver the magazine to every home 

in the CHEQS villages at no cost to the householders. 

Nick & Jan are also the people who check the bank 

statements to make sure all is being done as it should be. 

I am happy to continue to do the finances and advertising 

– unless someone else has a burning desire to do so! 
 

It would be wonderful if someone with the right skills, and sufficient time and 

enthusiasm, could get involved and be willing to take on the editorship in due course. 

The role requires good communication skills, and knowledge of using a computer for 

such tasks as editing text, editing photos, converting images from PDFs to JPEGs, 

as well – of course – as an ability to convert whatever people send to the magazine 

into a standard format and style. The other main requirement is a real interest in, and 

concern for, all of the CHEQS community, in each of the five villages. 
 

I use MS Word (the inherited system from when it was the 

church parish magazine) to put the magazine together, 

converting it to two PDFs to email the printer, Busy 

Fingers in Cirencester - one in colour for the cover, and 

the content pages of the magazine in mono. I won’t 

pretend it’s an easy task, but I have no training in 

publishing or anything similar - only nursing, being a 

Teaching Assistant,  and a dyslexia tutor and assessor, so…  
 

Of course, a new editor could change the way things are done, in consultation with 

the wider community. Things do not always have to stay the same. 
 

If you think you’d like to find out more, or to offer your services, do please get in 

touch with me on the magazine email address: cheqsmagazine@gmail,com or chat 

to Nick Brett or Jan Roberts. 



8 

 

  



9 

 

COLN CINEMA 

A CHANGE FROM THE ADVERTISED FILM IN THE PAPER 

MAGAZINE 
Friday, 23rd February at 7 for 7.30pm, Vicarage Cottage Barn, Coln St Aldwyns 
 

Nick Brett writes: Apologies for the confusion, but in a change from the previously 

advertised film, this month we will be showing The Great Escaper [Cert 12a, 1 hour 

36 minutes], based on the true story of Bernard Jordan, a World War Two veteran 

who “escaped” in June 2014 from his care home in Kent to join the 70th anniversary 

commemoration of D Day in Normandy. The film stars Michael Caine and Glenda 

Jackson who died shortly after making this film.  
 

Our thanks as always to Angie Bray and Nigel Hugh-Smith for letting us use their 

home cinema in Vicarage Cottage Barn. Entry is via St John the Baptist churchyard, 

Coln St Aldwyns, but please make sure you bring a torch. We have a few disabled 

parking spaces, so if you need one then please email me at nrjbrett@gmail.com  and 

we shall try to arrange it. 
 

Why not join us for a drink beforehand? Doors and the bar open at 7pm and the film 

begins at 7.30pm. We ask for a £5 donation per person on the door (cash or credit 

cards). There is no booking tickets in advance – and all proceeds go to our village 

church. 
  

Our monthly screenings then continue with: 

Friday, 22nd March: Rudy  

Friday, 26th April: One Life 

 
 EASTLEACH PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER 

 

The first edition of a parish council newsletter can be 

found on the parish council website 

eastleachparishcouncil.org under the News tab. Over 

70% of those residents who responded to the village 

survey in May expressed an interest in a newsletter to 

keep up to date with activities in the parish. Currently the 

most viable way to distribute this is via the website. Those 

of you who do not use the internet and would prefer to 

receive a paper copy, please contact the parish council 

clerk who will arrange delivery to you. 
 

We hope the newsletter helps answer some general 

questions about the ongoing work of the parish council 

and our plans for the future.   
 

Any comments or suggestions about the newsletter are welcome! 

mailto:nrjbrett@gmail.com
http://eastleachparishcouncil.org/
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LLOYDS BANK MOBILE BANKING TO END VISITS TO FAIRFORD 
 

Thanks to Susan Jalili, of Eastleach, for drawing our attention to the fact that the 

Lloyds Bank mobile banking service in Fairford will be ending on 22nd May, due to 

lack of support. https://www.lloydsbank.com/assets/banking-with-us/mobile-

branches/lloyds-cirencester-mobile-branch-part-1.pdf  
 

 

The mobile unit will be in 

Fairford from 10am – 

12.15pm: 
 

Wednesday, 14th February 

Wednesday, 28th February 

Wednesday, 7th March 

Wednesday, 13th March 

Wednesday, 10th April 

Wednesday, 24th April 

Wednesday, 8th May 

Wednesday, 22nd May 

 
 

https://www.lloydsbank.com/assets/banking-with-us/mobile-branches/lloyds-cirencester-mobile-branch-part-1.pdf
https://www.lloydsbank.com/assets/banking-with-us/mobile-branches/lloyds-cirencester-mobile-branch-part-1.pdf
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LECHLADE HISTORY SOCIETY 
Monday, 19th February at 7 for 7.30pm, Lechlade Memorial Hall 
 

Rosamund Godden writes: Our speaker will be Bill King, 

who’s talk, entitled On Two Wheels, will be about the 

fascinating story of the bicycle. The bicycle can be 

considered as one of the greatest inventions, providing 

mobility to millions of people around the world, and 

providing the basis for the development of the motorcycle 

and the motorcar. Bill's broad, non-technical talk outlines its development over the 

last 180 years and considers its sociological impact... these days being the eco-

friendly green alternative for urban travel. Get in touch for more information: 01367 

250322 or 07826 124088. Annual membership £8 plus £2 per meeting (guests £4). 

 

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOLS 
 

HATHEROP CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Caring, Believing, Achieving 

website: https://www.hatherop.gloucs.sch.uk/ 
 

The whole school attended a performance of 

‘Treasure Island’ at the Barn theatre in 

Cirencester. The children enjoyed the show, even 

the ‘scary bits’ and were a credit to the school. 

The PTA kindly donated a snack for each of the 

children to enjoy while watching the performance. 
 

The children at Hatherop have 2 PE lessons a 

week and enjoy being active both outdoors and 

indoors. This term Skylark class are working on 

their dance skills in the hall.  
 

We have five 

enthusiastic 

pupils who 

have signed 

up to be part 

of our new 

knitting club, 

run by one of 

our local 

residents. We look forward to seeing their finished work later in the term. Thank 

you to Yvette for making the knitting club so enjoyable for the girls who have 

signed up! 

https://www.hatherop.gloucs.sch.uk/
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SOUTHROP CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Together we can fly 
Website: www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/ 

Facebook page Southrop C of E Primary School 
 

As term progresses we are really getting into our topic work. The Swans are thinking 

about ‘Caring for Planet Earth’, looking at where the energy we use comes from, and 

comparing that which is renewable and non-renewable. A vital aspect of our study is 

thinking about how we can conserve energy, water and other resources we 

consume. We are looking forward to a trip to Westmill Windfarm and Solar Park later 

in the spring as the weather warms up. 
 

The Cygnets have been thinking about people that were ‘ Famous for Five Minutes’.  

They started by learning about Ernest Shackleton and move on to Queen Elizabeth 

I, Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II.  The study of William Shakespeare includes  

a trip  to  Stratford, to explore the Bard’s birthplace.  We are very grateful to our PTA, 

who make such inspiring trips possible by paying for the transport. 
 

In Computing, Year 5&6 are looking at editing, saving and compressing digital 

images, and are going on to 3D CAD modelling. The rest of the school is exploring 

algorithms and the coding possibilities available with Scratch software. This is always 

a very popular area of our study.    

Year 3&4 have recently been out in the minibus to Gloucester Cathedral for an 

inspiring visit, joining together with hundreds of children from other schools for a 

Christingle service to raise money for the Children’s Society. 
 

Please take a look at our website http://www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/  and facebook 

page https://m.facebook.com/Southrop-C-of-E-Primary-School-102756552016864/   

to keep up-to-date with what is going on in school.  

http://www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Southrop-C-of-E-Primary-School-102756552016864/
http://www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/
https://m.facebook.com/Southrop-C-of-E-Primary-School-102756552016864/
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VILLAGE CONTACTS 
  

PARISH COUNCILS 
 

Coln St Aldwyns (website www.colnstaldwyns.com/council.html ) 

Chair: David Hicks Beach 01285 750482 

Clerk: Clare Brignall  01285 752662 colnsaparishclerk@gmail.com  
 

Hatherop (website www.hatheroppc.com/ ) 

Chair: James Hart     hatheropparishcouncil@gmail.com  

Clerk: Jacky Sykes     hatheropparishcouncil@gmail.com 
 

Eastleach (website www.eastleachparishcouncil.org ) 

Chair: Tim Jeans (contact details next month) 

Locum Clerk: Vanessa Lawrence 07876 252398    clerk@eastleachparishcouncil.org   
 

Quenington (website www.queningtonvillage.uk ) 

Chair: Mike Scott  01285 750433   

Clerk: Rita Walsh  01285 750000 queningtonpc@gmail.com  
 

Southrop (website www.southrop.org.uk ) 

Chair: Tim Guest  01367 850189  

Clerk: Vanessa Lawrence 07876 252398 spcclerk2017@outlook.com 

 

VILLAGE HALLS ETC. 
 

Eastleach eastleachvhall@gmail.com 

Quenington www.queningtonvillage.uk queningtonvillagehall@gmail.com   

Southrop Caroline Simmons 01367 850171 southropvillagehall@gmail.com  

Jubilee Close Andy Howarth 01367 850400 

 
SCHOOLS 
 

Hatherop C/E Primary School (Taryn Hancock) 

admin@hatherop.gloucs.sch.uk 01285 750318 
 

Southrop C/E Primary School (Megan Davies & Julia McLellan) 

admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk 01367 850246 
 

Hatherop Castle School (Nigel Reed)    

admissions@hatheropcastle.co.uk 01285 750206 

 

OTHER VILLAGE COMMUNITY GROUPS 
 

S & E Friendship Circle: Jane 01367 850393 or Caroline 01367 850171 

Quenington Baby & Toddler Group (CHEQS+) Term time Mondays – book weekly, in 

the preceding week margaret.stranks@gmail.com  07729 129578 (WhatsApp preferred) 

Rainbows (age 4-7),  Brownies (age 7-10) and volunteer leaders/helpers 

Philippa Griffin: east@girlguidingglos.org.uk 

Guides (age 10-15) and volunteer leaders/helpers    

Chris Sheldon 01285 750270 

http://www.colnstaldwyns.com/council.html
mailto:colnsaparishclerk@gmail.com
http://www.hatheroppc.com/
mailto:hatheropparishcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:hatheropparishcouncil@gmail.com
http://www.eastleachparishcouncil.org/
mailto:clerk@eastleachparishcouncil.org
http://www.queningtonvillage.uk/
mailto:queningtonpc@gmail.com
http://www.southrop.org.uk/
mailto:spcclerk2017@outlook.com
mailto:eastleachvhall@gmail.com
http://www.queningtonvillage.uk/
mailto:queningtonvillagehall@gmail.com
mailto:southropvillagehall@gmail.com
mailto:admin@hatherop.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:
mailto:margaret.stranks@gmail.com
mailto:east@girlguidingglos.org.uk
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COLN 

COMMUNITY 

STORES 
www.colnstores.co.uk 

or 01285 750294 
 

 

 Shop Café Post Office* 

Monday – Friday 8am – 4.30pm 8am – 3.30pm 9 – 12.30pm & 1.30 – 4pm  

Saturday 8am – 2pm 8am – 1pm 9 – 11.30am 

Sunday 9am – 1pm 9am – 12pm CLOSED 
 

*NB the collection from the post box outside the Stores is at 4pm Monday – Friday 

 

SOUTHROP SHOP, POST OFFICE 

& COFFEE MORNING  
Wednesdays 8.45 - 11.30am – check out Facebook 

for updated information. 

 
DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATIONS (ALWAYS RING 999 FIRST) 
 

Coln – in stone telephone box opposite Coln Stores; Hatherop – shelter by school 

T-junction; Eastleach – outside back door of Victoria Inn; Quenington – outside front 

of village hall; Southrop – in covered area at back of village hall. 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
The CHEQS representative: Marion Crawford mazcrawford@hotmail.com 

 

CHEQS DIARY 2024 
 

Thurs 1st Feb 2.30pm Fairford Art Society, Fairford Community Centre p2 

Thurs 1st Feb 3pm Friendship Circle, Southrop Village Hall p2 

Sun 4th Feb 4pm Messy Church, Quenington Village Hall p2 

Sun 4th Feb 6pm Prayer & Praise, St Mary’s Church, Fairford p3 

Sat 10th Feb 10.30am Coffee Morning, Quenington Village Hall p3 

Sat 10th Feb  Repair Cafés p3 

Wed 14th Feb 12.30pm Lent Lunch, Williamstrip Farm GL7 5AU p6 

Thurs 15th Feb 10.30am Fairford History Society, Fairford Community Centre p6 

Mon 19th Feb 7 for 7.30pm Lechlade History Society, Memorial Hall p11 

Wed, 21st Feb 12.30pm Lent Lunch, Lady Lucy Cottage, Coln St Aldwyns p6 

Fri 23rd Feb 7 for 7.30pm Coln Cinema - Saltburn p8, 9 

Sat 24th Feb 7 for 7.30pm Swing from Paris, Quenington Village Hall p10 

Wed 28th Feb 12.30pm Lent Lunch, Sharringtons, Hatherop p6 

Sat 2nd Mar 1pm Jumble Sale, Southrop Village Hall p17 

http://www.colnstores.co.uk/
mailto:mazcrawford@hotmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICES – ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME 
 

CHEQS CHURCHES: 
 

 

 

 

Coln, Hatherop & Quenington 
 

4th February 10.30am Holy Communion St Swithin’s, Quenington 

  4pm  Messy Church Quenington Village Hall 

11th February 10.30am Holy Communion St John the Baptist, Coln 

18th February  10.30am Holy Communion St Swithin’s, Quenington 

25th February 10.30am Holy Communion St Nicholas, Hatherop 

  6pm  Evensong  St Swithin’s, Quenington 

 

St Andrew’s Church, Eastleach 
 

4th February 11am  Matins 

11th February 11am  Holy Communion 

18th February  11am  Matins 

25th February 11am  Matins 
 

All services led by Gordon Land this month  

 

St Peter’s Church, Southrop 
 

4th February 9.30am Holy Communion 

11th February 9.30am Morning Prayer 

18th February  9.30am Morning Prayer 

25th February 9.30am Morning Prayer 

 

 

 

Williamstrip Chapel: Mass is usually celebrated on Sundays at 9.30am 

 
FAIRFORD & LECHLADE CHURCHES: 
 

RC Church of St Thomas of Canterbury, Horcott Road, Fairford 
 

St Mary’s Church High Street, Fairford 
 

Fairford United Church Milton Street, Fairford 
 

Fairford Community Church  
 

St Lawrence Church Market Place, Lechlade 
 

Lechlade Baptist Church, Sherborne Street, Lechlade 
 

https://www.chqchurches.net/
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
 

COLN ST ALDWYNS, HATHEROP & QUENINGTON CLERGY 

Rev Simon Brignall  The Vicarage, Church Lane, Coln St Aldwyns GL7 5AG  

(Thu, Fri, Sat, Sun)  01285 752662  chqvicar@gmail.com 
 

EASTLEACH & SOUTHROP CLERGY 

Rev Andrew Cinnamond The Vicarage, Sherborne Street, Lechlade GL7 3AH 

(day off Tuesday)   01367 253651 vicar@stlawrencelechlade.org.uk   

Gordon Land   01367 252050 walreader44@gmail.com 
(Lead Minister for Eastleach) 
 

C of E CHURCH WARDENS 

CHQ  James Sweeting jdfsweeting@gmail.com David Hicks Beach 01285 750482 

Eastleach Tim Lawson 01367 850756 or 07855 264360 timglawson@me.com  

Edward Arkell 07967 630 455 edwardarkell@yahoo.co.uk  

Southrop Jerry Hibbert 07766 084051 jerry@hibbertralph.com    
 

C of E SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 

CHQ  Edwina Hicks 07970 799270 chqsafeguarding@gmail.com  

Eastleach Lesley Uzzell 01367 358653 Safeguarding@stlawrencelechlade.org.uk  

Southrop Lesley Uzzell as above - Parish Office 
 

C of E YOUTH WORKER 

CHEQS & beyond Chris Saunders   07918 732040   saundersc2014@gmail.com  
 

CATHOLIC PARISH PRIEST 

Father Michael Robertson  01285 712586   michael.robertson@cliftondiocese.com   
 

WILLIAMSTRIP CHAPEL CHAPLAIN 

Rev J Felix Stephens OSB 01285 740374 jfs.osb@ampleforth.org.uk  
 

FAIRFORD UNITED CHURCH 

Rev Wendy Tucker 01285 653655 Rachel Emmerson (secretary) 01451 844532 
 

LECHLADE BAPTIST CHURCH 

David Hopkins (secretary) 01285 711551 
 

 

OTHER INFORMATION 
HOSPITALS Fairford: out-patients only 0300 421 6470 Cirencester 0300 421 6200 

SURGERIES Hilary Cottage, Fairford 01285 712377 Lechlade Medical Centre 01367 252264 

PHARMACIES Boots, Fairford 01285 712350, Lechlade Pharmacy 01367 252285  

WORKING for WELLBEING 07555 738138 contact the coordinator for groups, info & help 

POLICE non-emergency: phone 101 or email 101@gloucestershire.police.uk  

CHEQS Defibrillators see middle pages for locations - but ALWAYS RING 999 FIRST! 

Bus Service 76 (updated 2021) Mon, Tue, Thu: Southrop 09:16, Eastleach 09:24, Hatherop 09:30, 

Quenington 09:37 to Fairford & Cirencester. Return leaves Ciren 12:40 and Fairford 13:28. 

Sat: S 09:47, E 09:54, H 10:00, Q 10:07, F 10:15 Return leaves Ciren 14:20 Fairford 15:05 
 

Community Connexions Shopper Bus book in advance on 03456 805029 for the door-to-

door service on Thursdays to Cirencester; free with a bus pass or £10 return. 

mailto:chqvicar@gmail.com
mailto:vicar@stlawrencelechlade.org.uk
mailto:walreader44@gmail.com
mailto:jdfsweeting@gmail.com
mailto:timglawson@me.com
mailto:edwardarkell@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:jerry@hibbertralph.com
mailto:chqsafeguarding@gmail.com
mailto:Safeguarding@stlawrencelechlade.org.uk
mailto:saundersc2014@gmail.com
mailto:michael.robertson@cliftondiocese.com
mailto:jfs.osb@ampleforth.org.uk
mailto:101@gloucestershire.police.uk
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“I’ve built up a bit of debt and I am 

panicking. Even though I cut back, 

my spending has gone up and what 

I have coming in just doesn’t stretch 

as far as it used to.  What can I do?” 
 

DEBT – WHAT TO DO 
 

The first step is to collect all the information you have about your debts, this might 

include contracts, bills and statements. 
 

Next, make a list of your debts and write down the details of each. This could include 

who you owe money to, when you first missed a payment, and how much you now 

owe. You’ll also need to make a note of your account or reference number, and what 

steps the person or company has taken to get the money back, such as sending you 

letters. 
 

If you are behind on household bills, prioritise paying your rent or mortgage, plus 

energy bills and Council Tax first. Not paying these bills has the most serious 

consequences. You should speak to the person or company you owe money to, to 

see if there are any manageable steps you can take to start reducing your debt. 
 

Once you’ve got these debts under control, you should look at any other debts like 

credit card or store card debts, payday loans or missed Buy Now Pay Later 

payments. 
 

You can find further advice on dealing with debts, as well as support for energy and 

living costs, and possible benefit entitlement, on the Citizens Advice website – 

www.citizensadvice.org.uk  
 

There is also emergency support that you may be able to access, such as a food 

bank or fuel vouchers. 
 

If you cannot access the website or need further help you can contact Citizens 

Advice Stroud and Cotswold Districts on 0808 800 0510 or 0808 800 0511 Monday 

to Thursday, or Email us using the form on our website (www.citizensadvice-

stroudandcotswold.org.uk). 

 
BURFORD SINGERS PRESENT HAYDN’S ‘THE CREATION’ 
Sunday, 24th March, 7.30pm at Church of St John the Baptist,  Burford 
 

The first concert with new conductor, Will Dawes - Burford Singers present Joseph 

Haydn’s oratorio masterpiece, The Creation. 

 

Tickets  reserved at £25, £20, £15, unreserved £10. 
 

Online booking from 18th February (booking fee applies) at 

https://www.burfordsingers.org.uk/buy-tickets/ 

http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
http://www.citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk/
http://www.citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk/
https://www.burfordsingers.org.uk/buy-tickets/
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THE CHURCHFITTERS 
Saturday, 23rd March 

7 for 7.30pm 

Quenington Village Hall 
 

Why The Churchfitters? Nobody knows! 

They’re not fitters and have absolutely 

nothing to do with churches. The name’s 

origin is lost in the mists of time, but there 

is one aspect that suits them perfectly - 

its quirkiness. 
 

When your array of instruments includes 

a motorcycle petrol tank, a musical saw 

and a Mercedes Benzouki made from 

hubcaps, there’s little point worrying if 

the name makes sense! 

Saucepan dulcimer, petrol tank bass, 

Bing-Bong machine and magic boots all 

join some more conventional instruments 

(fiddle, banjo, sax and whistle to name a 

few) to back Rosie Short’s sublime voice.  
 

Tickets for the Churchfitters are on sale now - from Quenington Village Hall 

committee members, and also at Coln Community Stores. 

 
SOUTHROP BENCHES VICTIM OF THE WINTER STORMS 

 

The high winds and severe weather over the winter have caused a lot of damage to 

the King Charles bench and the seating around the tree on the village green. 

Southrop Parish Council are planning to repair or replace the broken benches. 

Photo by Raymundo Kolczak, with permission 
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NEWS FROM THE ERNEST COOK TRUST 
Supporting Outdoor Learning – both locally and nationwide 
 

‘Opening Outdoors’ is one of three key themes in The Ernest Cook 

Trust’s ambitious new Learning Strategy. It’s all about tackling the 

barriers to outdoor access and participation which are  faced by many young people. 

We want every child and young person to feel able to connect with nature, 

particularly those facing mental health difficulties or with neurodiversity; those from 

minoritised ethnic groups or lower income backgrounds. 
 

One way we do this is by working with young people in small groups, as part of our 

Nature in Your Stride programme; we are providing support and non-formal learning 

opportunities to enable young people to engage with nature and thrive outdoors. In 

fact, we are currently putting Nature in Your Stride into practice in the CHEQS area, 

through a volunteering programme to help reinstate the ecologically rich habitat of 

the River Coln, along the 2.86 mile stretch that we manage. 
 

The river as a whole has had a 

number of pressures placed upon 

it, from historic management and 

interventions to abstraction, 

pollution and poorly managed 

access. These have led to the 

gradual degradation of the habitat. 

Through our progressive 

stewardship of this popular local 

landscape we aim to reinstate an 

ecologically rich habitat, creating 

learning and social community 

engagement opportunities. 
 

Over the course of seven weeks in January and February, young adults aged from 

18 to 30, are being given the opportunity to learn practical conservation and green 

skills; they are helping to restore the river, reconnecting with nature, and gaining 

valuable knowledge. 
 

You can find out about our Learning Strategy, and all the work we do, in our annual 

report for 2022/23. This can be accessed via our website’s Home page at 

https://ernestcooktrust.org.uk/ . 
 

In other news, work has begun in earnest on the refurbishment of Court Farmhouse, 

Quenington, which will become our new head office. External works include widening 

the gateway entrance (a requirement of the planners, to improve visibility) where two 

trees and some hedging are being removed. New trees will be planted to replace 

them. For any queries about the work, email estates@ernestcooktrust.org.uk or visit 

our Site Manager, Peter Tutty. 

https://ernestcooktrust.org.uk/
mailto:estates@ernestcooktrust.org.uk
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THE FRIENDS OF FAIRFORD & LECHLADE COMMUNITIES 
Serving Fairford, Lechlade and the surrounding villages 

www.friendsoffairford.org.uk  
 

VOLUNTEER VACANCIES: TRUSTEES 

We are looking for new Trustees to take on the roles of Chair and Vice 

Chair, and for Trustees to take responsibility for some subcommittees. For more 

information, contact Shelley on chair@friendsoffairford.org.uk  
 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Contact Agneta at admin@friendsoffairford.org.uk  
 

EDNA DAWES LUNCH CLUB 

The Lunch Club now meets on Mondays and Wednesdays, providing a hot meal, 

activities and social interaction for isolated older people. The cost is £10 for the day. 

Transport can be provided. We would appreciate more volunteers, both at the club 

and with transport. For more information, or to book a place, contact Katie 

edlc@friendsoffairford.org.uk  or 07713 607106. 
 

NURSING TEAM 

Contact Emma and Tina nursing@friendsoffairford.org.uk  07938 244335 
 

PATIENT TRANSPORT SERVICE 

Our volunteer car service is a lifeline to many. We would welcome more volunteers, 

please do get in touch if you can assist. Fuel costs are covered. If you think you can 

help, please contact Val on transport@friendsoffairford.org.uk  or 07540 798226. 
 

BEREAVEMENT CAFE 

We continue to run our Bereavement Café on the first Friday of every month, for 

people who have suffered a loss and would like to talk. Our nursing team will be 

present to welcome you with a hot drink and some refreshments. Please do drop in, 

between 10am and midday at The Barker Room, Fairford Community Centre. If you 

have any questions, please call 07938244335 or email 

admin@friendsoffairford.org.uk 
 

http://www.friendsoffairford.org.uk/
mailto:chair@friendsoffairford.org.uk
mailto:admin@friendsoffairford.org.uk
mailto:edlc@friendsoffairford.org.uk
mailto:nursing@friendsoffairford.org.uk
mailto:transport@friendsoffairford.org.uk
mailto:admin@friendsoffairford.org.uk
http://www.friendsoffairford.org.uk/index.php
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ALL ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: cheqsmagads@gmail.com  

  

HOUSE & GROUNDS  

Michael Rixon Building & Roofing Ltd building, roofing, Cotswold stone tiling etc. 

office@rixbuild.co.uk  
01285 750517 

Keith Ford garden work - pruning & hedge cutting, sheds re-felted etc. 01285 750406 

The Garden & Plant Co. design & landscaping info@gardenandplantco.com      01285 712663 

A Tilling decorating - interior and exterior 01285 810624 

Cotswold Oven Valeting Ltd professional cleaning of ovens (incl. AGAs) hobs etc  01367 850522 
  

HEALTH & WELL-BEING and FOOD  

Bowen Technique & Reflexology Southrop www.karenbenbow.co.uk  07786 971041 

Dentist Oliver Guy BDS (GDC reg 79562), Market Place Dental Practice, Cirencester: 

family dental care, cosmetic, whitening, implant restorations, clear braces etc. 
01285 652200 

Sports Therapist in Bibury, offering acupuncture, Reiki Healing, and sports 

remedial massage for injuries and pain relief. sportstherapy.me  
07870 604172 

Pasture-fed beef & organic pork - free CHEQS delivery www.sandyhillmob.co.uk   07890 853506 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cheqsmagads@gmail.com
mailto:office@rixbuild.co.uk
mailto:info@gardenandplantco.com
http://www.karenbenbow.co.uk/
http://www.sportstherapy.me/
http://www.sandyhillmob.co.uk/


 

 

  

 

BOB’S CHIMNEY 

CLEANING SERVICE  
BCCS: Established 1994 

 
Get in touch with Bob Painter if you 

need your chimney swept 

01367 850486 

07395 933418 

Jud09p@gmail.com 



 

 

 


